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HYDROGRAPHS OF WATER LEVELS IN OBSERVATION 
WELLS IN IDAHO, 1982-88

By Michael L. Jones and Annette M. Tungate

ABSTRACT

Hydrographs of water levels in 515 observation wells in 
the statewide monitoring network for the period 1982-88 are 
compiled for convenient use. The monitoring network is operated 
by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the Idaho 
Department of Water Resources, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and 
other Federal and State agencies.

INTRODUCTION

Between 1982 and 1988, continuous-recorder or periodic 
measurements of water levels were made in 515 observation 
wells in the statewide monitoring network. Periodic measure 
ments were made monthly, bimonthly, quarterly, semiannually, or 
annually. The monitoring network is operated by the U.S. 
Geological Survey in cooperation with the Idaho Department of 
Water Resources, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and other Federal 
and State agencies. The well-numbering system used for locating 
the wells is depicted diagrammatically in figure 1; locations of 
wells are shown in figures 2-8. The purpose of this report is 
to present a compilation of the hydrographs for convenient 
use.

Solid lines on the hydrographs indicate continuous-recorder 
monthly, or bimonthly measurements; lines with solid circles 
indicate quarterly, semiannual, or annual measurements. Some 
measurement points are labeled with letters to indicate P, 
pumping; R, recently pumped; or S, nearby pumping. Hydrographs 
are based on calendar years beginning October 1, 1982, and 
ending September 30, 1988. All well depths shown on hydrographs 
are in feet.
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WELL-NUMBERING SYSTEM

The well-numbering system (fig. 1) used by the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Idaho indicates the location of wells 
within the official rectangular subdivision of the public 
lands, with reference to the Boise base line and Meridian. 
The first two segments of the number designate the township 
(north or south) and range (east or west). The third segment 
gives the section number; followed by three letters, which 
indicate the k section (160-acre tract), h~h section (40-acre 
tract), h-h-h section (10-acre tract); and serial number of the 
well within the tract, respectively. Quarter sections are 
lettered A, B, C, and D in counterclockwise order from the 
northeast quarter of each section. Within quarter sections, 
40-acre and 10-acre tracts are lettered in the same manner. 
Well 08S 24E 31DAC1 is in the SW%NE%SE% sec. 31, T. 8 S., R. 
24 E., and was the first well inventoried in that tract.



08S 24E 31DAC1

Figure 1.--Well-numbering system.
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FIGURE 2. Observation well locations in south-central Idaho.
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5



C A N A DA

OEX MAP OF IOAHO

l%^~fer.. ^^^f^-s-vl T" :"! 

K-ffx ~^ R ^ ri I
' tap, / V""!irf' '

 z.

EXPLANATION 
09AACI

V Observation well and number

,0 ZO 30 40K.LOMETERS"- CLEARWATER COUNTY

FIGURE 4,--Observation well locations in north Idaho.
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SHCSHONE COUNTY Observation well and numbe

FIGURE 5. Observation well locations in north-central Idaho.
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EXPLANATION 
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FIGURE 6. Observation well locations in west-central Idaho.
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EXPLANATION
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FIGURE 7.--Observation well locations in east-central Idaho.
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FIGURE 8.--Observation well locations in southwest Idaho.

10
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FREMONT COUNTY
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